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Unorthodox blends of vibrant hues are the hall-
mark of an oil painting by Michael Meissner.  
To pursue his passion, the former Appling res-

ident follows an equally colorful — and unconventional 
— path as well. 

Last year, he and his wife, Tammy, whose Columbia 
County roots date back to the Revolutionary War, sold 
the Appling farm where they had lived since 2013. They 
left behind his studio and their farmhouse, which he and 
his grandson rebuilt themselves after it burned down in 
2020, and hit the road. 

Along with two grandchildren that live with them, the 
couple travels to art shows across the country in the 
camper where they reside fulltime. 

“It’s fun. It’s not for everybody,” says Meissner. “We 
know where we’ll be parked until September 2025.” 

When they come back to the area, they typically 
camp at Mistletoe State Park or Winfield Campground in 
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The world is  
his canvas for this 
lifelong painter 



Appling. Meissner recently had a show at 
Sacred Heart Cultural Center, and this 
month they are transitioning from the East 
Coast to a West Coast tour. 

“We have a big camper and a little 
camper,” Meissner says. “We park the big 
camper at a central location and take the 
little camper to art shows. My studio is 
where the camper is.” 

 
Prolific Painter 

A graphic designer by training, he still 
does some website work for longtime 
clients from his 30-year career. However, 
Meissner, a “prolific painter” who will do 
four or five paintings over a two-day week-
end, has been a fulltime artist for the last 
10 or 15 years. He has painted for as long 
as he can remember, though. 

“I started out as a kid, and I never put 
the paintbrush down,” says Meissner, who 
took some art classes in his youth but is 
mostly self-taught. “My mother had it in her 
that I was going to be artistic.” 

He also did a lot of wildlife sketches 
when he was young, and nature, along with 
landscapes, are among his favorite subject 
matters. 

Originally from the Northeast where 
he spent summers on Cape Cod, Meissner 
also resided in Hilton Head from 1982 until 
1997. Consequently, he says, “Beach and 
marine scenes have always been part of 
the equation.” 
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Because development was just starting 
on the island when he lived there, he did a 
lot of real estate drawings and golf course 
illustrations during that time as well. He also 
sold numerous watercolors as originals and 
limited edition prints in local galleries, be-
fore transitioning to painting with oils almost 
exclusively. Meissner says he likes oils be-
cause of their opacity. 

“You can put down bold colors,” he 
says. “I love oils because they stay wet for a 
long time, and I can go back and mix them.” 

Meissner describes his style as Impres-
sionism and realism. 

“Up close, you seen the brush strokes 
and color. When you stand back from the 
paintings, a lot of them look like photo-
graphs,” he says. 

His mentor, the late Joe Bowler, a Soci-
ety of Illustrators hall of famer whom he met 
in Hilton Head, influenced his work as well. 

“He told me to stop using Eastman 
Kodak’s colors,” Meissner says. “It has to be 
more than that.” 

 
Color and Inspiration 

Taking that advice to heart, the artist 
sees what pleases the eye when he blends 
colors. 

“Mixing colors is easy for me,” he says. 
“I don’t think about mixing colors. It just hap-
pens very easily.” 
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“Up close, you seen the  
brush strokes and color.  
When you stand back from 
the paintings, a lot of them 
look like photographs.”



When he paints, Meissner puts color 
in places where it normally doesn’t belong, 
experimenting with atypical combinations 
to create tones that harmonize and clash. 

“Color makes the paintings come 
alive,” he says. “It gives them energy. It gives 
them life.” 

He believes color makes his style happy 
and fun. 

“I capture emotion through color. It 
makes me happy,” he says. “Color resonates 
with the viewer, and it makes them happy.” 

The artist, who also lived in the North 
Carolina mountains for 15 years, loves to 
paint the colorful landscapes of the western 
United States, and he is known for his na-
tional park artwork. 

Meissner and his family have visited 
most of America’s national parks, and he 
loves to capture the beauty of hidden places 
in the parks that can be seen only by hiking 
to them. 

“It’s fun to paint those areas and bring 
them to people that don’t normally see 
them,” says Meissner. 

In addition, his commitment to au-
thenticity is evident in his national park art. 
He meticulously researches each national 
park’s geological features as well as its na-
tive flora and fauna before he puts paint to 
canvas. 

From books and magazines to social 
media and suggestions from people at art 
shows, his inspiration comes from “all over 
the place.” Meissner also takes a lot of pho-
tographs for reference when he paints. 

His work includes many paintings of 
local landmarks, and he lets the market dic-
tate his subject matter as well. 

“When you paint for art shows, it’s a little 
different than painting for a gallery,” Meissner 
says. “It’s a combination of what you like to 
paint and what people want to buy.” 

 
Connecting with People 

The art shows give Meissner an oppor-
tunity to interact with people, and he enjoys 
mixing colors on a brush and letting kids 
use them to paint. 

In addition, he says, “I sit and paint at 
art shows, which most people don’t do. It 
doesn’t bother me to have people look over 
my shoulder.” 

Nothing brings him more joy than see-
ing people smile because of his work. 

“The best compliment I can get is when 
people come out of my booth smiling,” says 
Meissner. “The connection is there when 
they smile.” 

Typically, he says, people buy artwork 
because it enriches their lives. However, his 
paintings make people smile for any num-
ber of reasons. A piece of art might bring 
back memories for someone, says Meiss-
ner, or a person might relate to an animal’s 
expression. 

“I’m not a deep, moody artist,” he says. 
“I don’t want to contemplate the meaning of 
the universe. I just want people to feel good.” 

When Meissner isn’t participating in an 
area art show, his work can be found locally 
at Java House in Harlem and MAC on Main 
Art Gallery in Thomson. And always, he has 
a paintbrush in hand. 

“You learn something every time you 
paint,” says Meissner. “You develop your 
style constantly. To be an artist, you’re al-
ways practicing.” nC
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